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EUROCHAMBRES’ 10 Priorities for EU Better Policy-Making for the 
2014-19 Legislative Term 

 
 
Regulatory reform is unquestionably of great importance, nowhere more so than at EU level given the 

inherent complexity of a Union of 28 member states. If the process of developing policy – particularly 

legislation - is sub-standard, then inevitably so will be the outcome. The EU institutions must lead by 

example in ensuring that policy is fit for purpose and the member states must also recognise their 

responsibility and role in the process. 

 

For the next five year EU legislative term, EUROCHAMBRES calls on the European Commission, 

Parliament, Council and member states to commit to pursue the objective of smart regulation with 

renewed vigour, focussing on minimising the overall regulatory burden and achieving an evidence-based 

approach to policy making.  

 

The aim must be a clear, proportionate, stable and effective regulatory framework that delivers policy 

objectives efficiently and without imposing excessive or unnecessary burdens on businesses and citizens. 

 

 

EUROCHAMBRES’ 10 priorities 
 

1. Commit to the rigorous application of the “think small first” principle, giving full consideration to SMEs, 

whether micro, small or medium and ensuring in particular a consistent, transparent and efficient 

application of the SME test. 

 

2. Ensure high quality impact assessment for all legislative initiatives by focussing on quantification (and 

monetisation whenever possible) of the effects, measurement of cumulative regulatory burden costs 

and systematic consideration of alternatives to regulation, including the option to withdraw a proposal. 
 

3. Publish all draft impact assessments and consult on their findings to ensure that they are of high 

quality and to facilitate the provision of missing data or the correction of inaccurate data.  

 

4. Ensure the routine consideration of impact assessments by the Council and the European Parliament 

and implement far more consistently these institutions’ commitment to carry out additional impact 

assessments on substantive amendments to Commission proposals. 
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5. Review the composition and working practices of the Impact Assessment Board in order to ensure its 

independence and transparency and to facilitate its accessibility to the European Parliament and 

Council.  
 

6. Mitigate the risk of gold-plating of EU legislation by systematically including in directives the 

requirement to provide correlation tables and by providing support and guidance to member states on 

the implementation of new legislation. 
 

7. Further use and develop the SME scoreboard to monitor more easily regulatory initiatives with the 

most significant impact on smaller companies and identify the source of burdens, including gold-

plating. 
 

8. Ensure effective, prompt and synchronised transposition of EU legislation by member states through 

the introduction of common commencement dates for EU legislation. 
 

9. Conduct systematic reviews of the stock of EU legislation by policy areas/sectors and cross-cutting 

issues, focussing on the removal of unnecessary regulatory burdens on business – especially SMEs.  
 

10. Introduce a new commitment from the three EU institutions to minimize the overall regulatory burden 

by establishing a new target and putting in place a fast-track procedure for the Council and the 

European Parliament to quickly approve burden reduction proposals without adding new burdens. 
 

 
 

------------------------------------ 
 
 
 
 
Further information: Ms. Typhaine Beaupérin, Tel +32 2 282 08 80, beauperin@eurochambres.eu  
Press contact: Ms. Susete Sampaio, Tel +32 2 282 08 66, sampaio@eurochambres.eu 
 
All our position papers can be downloaded from www.eurochambres.eu/content/default.asp?PageID=145      

 
 

EUROCHAMBRES – The Association of European Chambers of Commerce and Industry - represents  
over 20 million enterprises in Europe – 98% of which are SMEs – through members in 43 countries  

and a European network of 1.700 regional and local Chambers. 
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