Brussels, 10 February 2006

PRESS RELEASE

Services Directive:
EUROCHAMBRES urges EU Parliament not to take
backwards step
Commenting on the latest compromise between the two main political groups in the
European Parliament (EP), EUROCHAMBRES expresses its disappointment at the
potential watering down of key free market provisions of the Services Directive. The new
approach would appear to be open to different interpretations and fails to provide
companies with the simplified procedures and legal certainty they need to provide services
across borders.
Ahead of next week’s vote in Strasbourg, Arnaldo Abruzzini, Secretary General of
EUROCHAMBRES, calls upon the Parliament to resist protectionist pressure and to
demonstrate a genuine commitment to the Lisbon goals.
“The EP should vote through the Directive based on a broad scope of application, and on
a return to the legislation of the country of establishment as the reference point for cross
border services trade”, Mr Abruzzini said.
Chambers had hoped that the EP would follow the lead of its Internal Market and
Consumer Protection Committee and adopt a robust and positive approach on the
Directive. Instead, the latest compromise replaces the original ‘country of establishment’
clause with a vague commitment to ‘ensure free access to and free exercise of a service
activity within its territory’ subject to a whole range of loosely termed exceptions.
Mr Abruzzini added: “In its vote in November, the Committee managed to achieve a fair
compromise between creating a general internal market in services in Europe with more
legal certainty, fewer barriers for companies wishing to trade services across borders, and
adequate protection for workers, consumers and the environment. Businesses are
disappointed that the Parliament looks likely to take such a backwards step.”
-----------------------FURTHER INFORMATION: Ms. Sarah Lee, tel.: +32 2-282 08 80, lee@eurochambres.be
PRESS CONTACT: Ms. Guendalina Cominotti, tel.: +32 2-282 08 66, cominotti@eurochambres.be
All our press releases can be downloaded from: http://www.eurochambres.be/press/

EUROCHAMBRES has member organisations in 44 countries representing a network of 2,000 regional and local Chambers
with over 18 million member companies.
ASSOCIATION DES CHAMBRES DE COMMERCE ET D’INDUSTRIE EUROPÉENNES / ASSOCIATION OF EUROPEAN CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

Chamber House, Avenue des Arts, 19 A/D B - 1000 Bruxelles / Brussels ● Belgique / Belgium
Tel.: +32 2 282 08 50 ● Fax: +32 2 230 00 38 / 280 01 91 ● eurochambres@eurochambres.be ● www.eurochambres.be
A.i.s.b.l. / Non-profit international association ● TVA / VAT: BE 417 324 583 ● Banque / Bank ING: 310-1215400-76

