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Brussels, 18 February 2025 

 
 
Subject: Towards a strengthened economic partnership with India  
 
 
Dear President von der Leyen, 
 
Ahead of the trip of the College of Commissioners to India at the end of February, I would like to 
reiterate the support of European business towards the strengthening our strategic partnership with 
India, and our bilateral trade and investment relationship in particular.  
 
The World Bank expects India to overtake Japan and Germany and emerge as the world’s third-
largest economy by 2030. This is all the more relevant to us, in times when Europe’s economy is 
slowing and facing a major competitiveness challenge. 
  
Chambers of commerce and industry, through their network of bilateral chambers around the world, 
including India, have been investing for many years in the Indian growth story and our companies 
are looking optimistically into the future of the Indian market. However, numerous challenges and 
obstacles at the borders and beyond the borders still weigh on the economic prospects of our firms 
when doing business with India. 
 
We believe that an ambitious trade agreement is the best solution for more mutually beneficial 
market access and fostering rules-based commerce. This will provide firms with a more predictable 
and transparent business environment, which is especially important for our small and medium sized 
enterprises (SMEs).  
 
We thus want to encourage Commission efforts to significantly advance trade negotiations in the 
upcoming months and hope the unprecedented visit of the College of Commissioners to India will 
underscore the political commitment of the European Union to advance this important bilateral 
relationship.  
 
Please rest assured Mr Šefčovič that the European chamber network stands ready to support the 
European Commission in this endeavour.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Vladimír Dlouhý 
 
cc: Maros Šefčovič, Commissioner for Trade and Economic Security 
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