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Brussels, 17 November 2025 
 
 
Subject: Eurochambres calls for the postponement of the EU Deforestation Regulation 
by at least one year for all businesses 
 
 
Dear Member of the European Parliament, 
 
Eurochambres expresses serious reservations about the recent proposal by the European 
Commission to amend the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR). The proposed measures 
neither adequately address the significant operational and legal difficulties faced by 
businesses nor provide them with the necessary time to adapt. The chamber network 
therefore calls for an immediate postponement of the EUDR by at least one year for 
all businesses. 
 
Our members remain committed to the objective of reducing deforestation and forest 
degradation, but this must be achieved in a workable and effective way. In its current form, 
the EUDR imposes disproportionate administrative burdens on businesses, particularly 
SMEs. Even businesses sourcing from countries with negligible or non-existent 
deforestation risk are required to comply with extensive due diligence and reporting 
obligations. These challenges are compounded by ongoing difficulties linked to the IT 
system, which prevent businesses and authorities from meeting their obligations in practice. 
 
While chambers welcome the Commission’s intention to simplify the framework, the 
proposed measures fall far short of what is needed. Removing the obligation for downstream 
operators to submit due diligence statements is a step in the right direction. However, it 
remains unclear to what extent this will genuinely deliver simplification in practice. Products 
with multiple material inputs may accumulate numerous reference numbers that 
downstream operators must collect and pass on. Moreover, businesses will not be able to 
adapt their internal processes and IT systems within the proposed timeframe. 
 
The once only principle must therefore be applied consistently. Only the operator who first 
places the products on the market should be required to demonstrate EUDR compliance; 
downstream actors should be exempt from further obligations. This approach would ensure 
that the regulation’s objectives are achieved while delivering a substantial reduction in 
administrative burdens along the value chain. Similarly, introducing a “no-risk” or “zero-risk” 
category would provide further relief. 
 
To ensure that the EUDR becomes both effective and workable, the chamber network urges 
you to table and/or support amendments reflecting the following priorities of the European 
business community: 
 

1. Postpone the entry into application of the EUDR by at least one year. This would 
provide businesses and authorities with the necessary time to adapt to the proposed 
changes and allow for a genuine review and simplification of the EUDR. 
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2. Introduce a binding simplification clause of the EUDR. A postponement alone will 
not resolve the underlying issue of excessive administrative burdens. By early 2026, 
the Commission must identify and propose further simplification measures. 

 
3. Simplify the EUDR by applying the once only principle and introducing a “no-

risk” or “zero-risk” category. Only the first placer on the market should be required 
to demonstrate compliance, while downstream market participants should be exempt. 
Establishing a “no-risk” or “zero-risk” category for countries with negligible 
deforestation risk would further reduce administrative burdens, as recommended in 
Eurochambres 60+ simplification proposals. 

 
Eurochambres remains committed to the shared goal of aligning sustainability with 
competitiveness. Delivering a more balanced and proportionate EUDR is essential for 
achieving this objective. I remain available to discuss with you how we can mobilise the 
chamber network to contribute to this process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ben Butters 
Eurochambres CEO 
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