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Brussels, 10 November 2025 
 
 
 

 
Subject: Upcoming vote in the European Parliament on Omnibus I  
 
Dear Member of the European Parliament, 
 
As the Omnibus I proposal reaches a critical stage in the European Parliament, the 
upcoming plenary vote on 13 November is a key opportunity to settle the issues left 
unresolved when MEPs narrowly rejected the Legal Affairs Committee’s previous 
compromise, and to put in place a practical, business-friendly sustainability framework. 
 
The outcome of your upcoming vote will determine whether the EU chooses a path that 
enables companies to thrive, or one that leaves them constrained by layers of burdensome 
reporting procedures. Also at stake is the broader question of whether Europe will remain a 
globally competitive place to invest, innovate, and grow. 
 
Eurochambres strongly encourages you to acknowledge and reward companies that already 
operate responsibly, instead of subjecting them to additional, unnecessary obligations. Most 
European companies demonstrate responsible business conduct, upholding high standards 
of diligence and sustainability, and they should not be compelled to take on yet another layer 
of paperwork.  
 
The chamber network urges you to support amendments that: 
 
Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive:  
 

• Introduce a genuine risk-based approach that enables companies to focus on their 
own operations and prioritise risks within their supply chain up to tier 1, according to 
the severity and likelihood of impacts. Where no serious risks are found, companies 
should not be obliged to take any further action. 

• Avoid the imposition of EU-level civil liability rules, as existing national 
frameworks already provide mechanisms for liability and access to justice. The focus 
should remain on ensuring effective implementation and oversight mechanisms 
within member states, supported by clear guidance and cooperation among national 
authorities.  

• Encourage companies to adopt due diligence plans, without imposing mandatory 
actions or strict 1.5°C alignment requirements. Companies should focus on 
voluntarily adopting and disclosing credible plans, in line with the Directive’s nature 
as an obligation of means rather than of results.  

• Reinforce the principle of full harmonisation and limit gold-plating practices by 
member states that undermine a level playing field and impose unnecessary 
compliance burdens on supply chains. Clear wording is essential, also in the recitals, 
to avoid ambiguity and ensure consistent implementation. 
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Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive: 
 

• Ensure a practical and proportionate scope by aligning reporting thresholds with 
the Council position. This relieves smaller companies that have been 
disproportionately affected and promotes greater consistency with the CSDDD. 

• Maintain a strict value chain cap based on the Voluntary Standard for SMEs 
(VSME) to limit the information that can be requested from non-reporting companies. 
Loopholes enabling larger companies to seek information beyond the VSME 
standard would undermine efforts to reduce the trickle-down effect. 

• Promote a level playing field between European and non-European companies 
operating in the EU with respect to sustainability reporting obligations. 

• Uphold limited assurance as the standard, based on clear and standardised audit 
rules to reduce complexity and ensure consistency. At present, companies are often 
asked to provide documentation as if under reasonable assurance, which creates 
excessive administrative burden. 

 
Europe’s economic strength depends on enabling businesses to focus on what they do best. 
What is needed now is smart regulation that reduces friction, lightens the load for compliant 
companies, and frees up resources for investment, job creation, and more innovation. 
 
I urge you and your political group colleagues to use the upcoming vote and the subsequent 
trilogues as an opportunity to achieve a workable compromise that reduces unnecessary 
burdens for companies, ensures legal clarity, and reinforces Europe’s competitiveness. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ben Butters 
Eurochambres CEO 
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