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Subject: Eurochambres input for the 8-9 December Competitiveness Council  
 
Dear Minister Bødskov, 
 
One month ago, Eurochambres presented its annual Eurochambres Economic Survey 
(EES2026), based on contributions from over 41.000 businesses across Europe.  

The outlook for 2026 remains precarious as expectations are cautiously positive but weak 
overall. Labour, energy, and regulatory costs are the main concerns for businesses, eroding 
their productivity. The fragmentation of rules across the EU further limits business capacity to 
grow within the single market.  

Similar concerns were conveyed in the hemicycle of the European Parliament during the 
European Parliament of Enterprises, a Eurochambres event held on 4 November, which 
gathered over 700 entrepreneurs from across the EU. During the voting sessions, 98% of 
participants registered no reduction in administrative or regulatory burdens over the past 12 
months, while 88% of them believe that the single market is not sufficiently integrated. 

Eurochambres commends the Danish Presidency’s efforts to advance the simplification agenda. 
Your pragmatic approach must, however, maintain momentum and accelerate in 2026 during 
the Cypriot and Irish semesters; over a year into the new EU term, political commitments and 
proposals on competitiveness following the Draghi Report need to be converted into measurable 
improvements for Europe’s SMEs. The EU must swiftly provide a regulatory environment that 
rewards risk-taking, entrepreneurship and innovation, key factors in economic growth.  

With this in mind, allow me to provide some input from Eurochambres in relation to the non-
legislative files on the agenda of the next Competitiveness Council. 

Annual Overview Report on Simplification, Implementation and Enforcement – 
Sustaining the momentum to reduce burdens 

The European Commission rightly and finally acknowledges the need to make the EU regulatory 
environment more SME-friendly. However, in our latest Eurochambres scoreboard, chambers 
reiterated that simplification of legislation must be complemented by effective compliance tools 
for SMEs, such as single electronic reporting formats, clear guidelines for companies and 
auditors, and stronger awareness-raising efforts to highlight cost reduction opportunities at the 
initial stages of implementation.  

The ‘digital by default’ and ‘once-only’ principles must not simply digitalise complexity; they must 
be the basis for genuine simplification, tangible to entrepreneurs. 
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The Annual Overview Report praises the importance of a change in the regulatory culture. 
However, it is regrettable that the European Commission Annual Work Programme 2026, 
presented on the same day, does not reflect commitments for a simplified and more agile 
business environment.  

Despite the presence of several initiatives with a ‘strong simplification dimension’, the sheer 
number of new legislative initiatives in the pipeline does SMEs no favours. The Commission 
Work Programme for next year proposes 2.6 times the number of legislative initiatives (47) 
compared to last year (18). Similarly, while in 2025, 11 out of 18 legislative initiatives had a 
significant simplification dimension (61% of the CWP25), the share drops to 53% (25 out of 47) 
for CWP2026.  

These numbers add to the already long list of pending files and the very limited withdrawals. 
Initiatives such as the Commission proposal for a Regulation on Late Payment should, after 
more than two years of stalled discussions, be withdrawn as they simply divert focus, time, and 
resources from focusing on what is needed the most: removing the “terrible ten” barriers to the 
internal market. 

Removal of internal market barriers 

Eurochambres fully supports the Single Market Strategy’s aim of eliminating long-standing 
obstacles and strengthening competitiveness. In this context, special emphasis should be 
placed on the European Commission’s ongoing heatmap exercise, which systematically 
identifies and ranks the most significant barriers across the single market. To ensure tangible 
progress, member states must actively follow up on these findings, tackle the barriers 
highlighted, and engage in coordinated action to reduce fragmentation and limit gold-plating 
practices. 

While initiatives in specific sectors such as telecoms, energy, and capital markets are highly 
welcomed, their effectiveness hinges on a clear, long-term framework that is horizontal in its 
form, addressing business conditions across the board. The forthcoming Single Market 
Roadmap to 2028 should therefore provide greater detail, concrete milestones, and a clear path 
for eliminating barriers, ensuring measurable progress and accountability. 

E-commerce: Challenges with product compliance and enforcement 

Eurochambres considers existing product compliance rules largely fit for purpose but supports 
closer cooperation between national customs and market surveillance authorities to accelerate 
detection of unsafe imports from third countries, particularly goods sold online, focusing 
inspections on high-risk products while easing the burden on compliant businesses.  

Market surveillance should be consistent across the EU, supported by coordination at the 
European level. Tools such as the digital product passport, reporting centers, and other 
interoperable digital interfaces can protect sensitive company data and lower compliance costs. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Vladimír Dlouhý 
Eurochambres President 
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