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The ‘One Europe, One Market’ Roadmap agreed by the three EU institutions in late April
ticks many of the right boxes for the business community. However, after many
strategies, reports and roadmaps over recent years that failed to deliver tangible results
for entrepreneurs, there are understandably some doubts across the chamber network’s
constituency that this new document will be a game changer.

Delivery remains the key factor – on simplification, on tackling barriers to free movement
of goods, services, people and capital, on an ambitious trade policy, on a business-
friendly industrial policy that encourages manufacturers to remain in Europe and on a
more balanced response to climate change that does not undermine our companies’
competitiveness.

The following elements and dossiers are considered important for the Irish Presidency
semester in setting the pace for the Roadmap’s implementation and delivering swift,
substantial improvements for Europe’s businesses.

The Multiannual Financial Framework 2028-2034 must be based
on no new tax-based own resources and ensures support for SMEs,
notably through the European Competitiveness Fund.

Eurochambres supports a strengthened Erasmus+ programme, with
the education and training envelope at least maintained at its
current share and a dedicated budget allocation for VET. Mobility
for apprentices, VET learners and entrepreneurs remains essential
for addressing skills shortages and supporting competitiveness.
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The faltering momentum on the simplification agenda must be
strengthened to ensure that disproportionate, overlapping, or
obsolete existing rules on business are discarded.

In parallel, demonstrate that the Council and member states
recognise the importance of evidence-based policy making and
embrace the ‘think small first’ principle in relation to new legislation.
The upcoming revision of the Interinstitutional Agreement on Better
Lawmaking is an important milestone in ensure this joint approach.
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Persistent obstacles to free movement must be tackled
incrementally if the single market is going to fulfil its potential. The
‘Terrible Ten’ barriers identified by the European Commission
provide the framework of this approach.

The ‘EU Inc’ 28  regime is welcomed by chambers as a voluntary,
parallel framework to accelerate cross-border scaling up of
innovative companies. Similarly, the European Business Wallet can
become a key enabler of a simpler, digital-by-default Single Market,
provided it is secure, interoperable, affordable and accessible to all
businesses.
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Nonetheless the focus of the Irish Presidency and Trio in relation to
the single market should be on better implementation and
enforcement of existing legislation, and eliminating overlaps,
inconsistencies, and gold-plating practices at member state level
that lead to prevent a level playing field for businesses and
consumers.

On trade, chambers encourage the Presidency to support the
Commission in significantly advancing new trade deals including
with the ASEAN, but equally ratifying concluded deals such as
those with Indonesia, India, Mercosur, Australia, or Mexico.

Given the depth and importance of our economic relationship with
the US, the Irish Presidency has a key role to play in continuing to
secure good faith implementation of the EU-US Turnberry accord.
This includes finalizing the EU's own legislation, and securing
additional tariff reprieves for EU exporters.

The upcoming EU-UK Summit under the Irish Presidency
represents an important milestone in post-Brexit economic relations
to mitigate some of the economic harm, ten years on from the
referendum. On the back of an overall smooth implementation of
the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement so far, the delivery of
the common understanding to advance the partnership beyond the
TCA limitations should become tangible for businesses.
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The needs of business should be central to the revision of EU
public procurement rules, which should not be overburdened with
political objectives that risk undermining core principles of
efficiency, fair competition and value for money for the tax payer.
This applies also to the ‘Made in Europe’ local content rules
proposed in the Industrial Accelerator Act.
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On sustainability, the complex interrelationship between green,
digital and competitiveness policies must be carefully monitored and
balanced.

Lengthy and complex permitting procedures remain a major barrier
to energy and industrial projects. The Irish Presidency will have the
opportunity to conclude key EU initiatives to accelerate and
streamline permitting procedures, such as the proposals under the
Grids Package and Environmental Omnibus, both essential to
unlock investment and speed up the energy transition.

Eurochambres welcomes the ambition of the Industrial Accelerator
Act to strengthen Europe’s industrial base. Nonetheless, the
chamber network is concerned that Union-origin and low-carbon
content criteria could create disproportionate barriers to SME
participation in public procurement and risk retaliatory measures.
Such criteria must remain practical and proportionate, particularly
for smaller businesses, while the approach of including trusted
partners in the scope of “Made in Europe” must be maintained in
the ongoing negotiations.

The Irish Presidency will start the negotiations on the forthcoming
Emissions Trading System (ETS) revision proposal and must
ensure that it better reflects the constraints faced by businesses.
Key priorities must include postponing the phase-out of free
allowances and channelling ETS revenues towards industrial
transformation.

Eurochambres supports establishing a genuine single market for
waste and secondary raw materials to reduce Europe’s dependency
on imported raw materials. The Circular Economy Act must remove
internal market barriers, harmonise end-of-waste and by-product
rules and introduce targeted incentives that make circularity a viable
business model. Special attention must be paid to workable and
proportionate rules for SMEs.
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The Association of European Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, Eurochambres represents more than 20 million
businesses through its members and a network of 1700
regional and local chambers across Europe.

Eurochambres is the leading voice for the broad business
community at EU level, building on chambers’ strong
connections with the grass roots economy and their hands-on
support to entrepreneurs. Chambers’ member businesses –
over 93% of which are SMEs – employ over 120 million
people.
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